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For the Time Being is a pivotal book in the career of one of the greatest poets of the twentieth century. W. H.
Auden had recently moved to America, fallen in love with a young man to whom he considered himself
married, rethought his entire poetic and intellectual equipment, and reclaimed the Christian faith of his
childhood. Then, in short order, his relationship fell apart and his mother, to whom he was very close, died.
In the midst of this period of personal crisis and intellectual remaking, he decided to write a poem about
Christmas and to have it set to music by his friend Benjamin Britten. Applying for a Guggenheim grant,
Auden explained that he understood the difficulty of writing something vivid and distinctive about that most
clichéd of subjects, but welcomed the challenge. In the end, the poem proved too long and complex to be set
by Britten, but in it we have a remarkably ambitious and poetically rich attempt to see Christmas in double
focus: as a moment in the history of the Roman Empire and of Judaism, and as an ever-new and always
contemporary event for the believer. For the Time Being is Auden's only explicitly religious long poem, a
technical tour de force, and a revelatory window into the poet's personal and intellectual development. This
edition provides the most accurate text of the poem, a detailed introduction by Alan Jacobs that explains its
themes and sets the poem in its proper contexts, and thorough annotations of its references and allusions.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Parker:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio (W.H. Auden: Critical
Editions). Try to make book For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio (W.H. Auden: Critical Editions) as
your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Jeremy Bryant:

This book untitled For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio (W.H. Auden: Critical Editions) to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Suzanne Mitchell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
study. For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio (W.H. Auden: Critical Editions) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio
(W.H. Auden: Critical Editions) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio (W.H. Auden:
Critical Editions) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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